Sample Letter or Conversation: Stapleton

Good morning. Thank you for allowing me this opportunity (chance) to share my opinions (thoughts/views) about how Denver should care for (treat) their native wildlife.

My name is Judy and I live in Denver (it’s important to make a connection with the City—I work there, my daughter goes to school there, my family has lived there for 30 years, my favorite theaters/restaurants are there, we go to the museums 4 times a year, my family likes to watch the Bald Eagles at the Arsenal/prairie dog colony along Sand Creek, etc.). I recently learned of the situation at Stapleton and I’m very upset about it.

The developer promised to preserve 200 acres of native prairie so the wildlife species that were to be impacted by constructed could be saved. In January 2004 the developer refused to honor his original promise and began exterminating prairie dog colonies that had previously been relocated out of the path of destruction.

Now hundreds more prairie dogs (and the owls, rabbits, snakes, mice, and other animals that live in prairie dog colonies) are being bulldozed without regard to the babies that will starve or be crushed in the burrows. Adult animals are being forced out of their homes and left without food or a place to go for refuge. They are all at the mercy of the predators—whether that be coyotes, foxes, hawks, automobiles, or starvation. Some animals have sustained broken legs and must wait for their attacker without any means of defense.

I implore you to put an end to this massacre of native birds and animals. They deserve humane treatment. Please demand the developer take immediate action to preserve and protect these important grassland species. Their actions are a disgrace to the City. To allow them to continue after you become aware of the tragedy involves Denver as well. I will help in any way I can to protect these animals and birds. Please let me know what the City and the developer plan to do. I would like to partner in implementing a non-lethal solution.

Thank you.

